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It was a cold morning but most of the Reunion attendees were able to gather for this shot in front of the Air Force Armament Museum’s RB-47H.
The sun was bright, the sky blue, and the fellowship warm. It is a good museum, worthy of your visit when in the area.
Photo: Bill Korhely

From The President’s Desk
Our 2014 reunion at Ft Walton Beach was a great success, largely due to the hard and effective planning and work by
Dick Curran, our Secretary and Treasurer, and the enthusiastic participation of members. After many years of service,
Alex stepped down as president and I was chosen to replace him. We have honored Alex with a memorial brick at the
Strategic Air and Space Museum to recognize his many years as our leader.
My B-47 navigator, Bob Griffiths, is our Vice President. Two new members, Bud Brakowiecki and Errol Hoberman
joined the Board of Directors. We are all committed to carry on the Association’s mission.
Our 2016 reunion will be in the Washington DC area and Dick is already working on some excellent tours of the
memorials there as well as the great Air and Space Museums. We hope that you will all begin to think of coming to
that reunion because we’re hoping to make it the best ever.
Finally, let me say, how important our association’s mission is. In October, at my own 40th Bomb Wing’s reunion, we
encountered an excellent tour guide whose only flaw was that she didn’t know
From The...continued on page 12
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B-47 Stratojet Association Officers
President - Don Cassiday
1402 West Downer, Aurora, IL 60506
630-859-1922
colcass@sbcglobal.net
Vice President - Bob Griffiths
303 Double Eagle Road, Burgaw, NC 28425-8559
910-300-3015
bobnsara@ec.rr.com
Secretary/Treasurer - Dick Curran
219 Charles Court
Dandridge TN 37725-3333
865-940-1020
dickcurran@hotmail.com
Membership Chairman - Dick Purdum
13310 South 26th Ave., Bellevue, NE 68123-1909
402-291-5247
DickPurdum@cox.net
Newsletter Editor & Chaplain - Mike Habermehl
P. O. Box 1144, Brenham, TX 77834-1144
979-836-9427
cmhs@sbcglobal.net

Board of Governors
Sigmund Alexander, Ex-Officio President
12110 Los Cerdos Dr., San Antonio, TX 78233-5361
210-653-5361
sigmundalexander@sbcglobal.net
Andy Labosky
707 Briarwood Rd., Derby, KS 67037-2114
316-788-5277
andrew.labosky@sbcglobal.net

Roll Call Of Honor
Chritten P. Benoit of Redding CT, 19 February 2014.
Harley A. Dahler of Rosamond IL, 18 February 2013.
James E. Diamond of Lee’s Summit MO, 3 July 2014.
Frank R. Fowler of Melbourne FL, 14 January 2014.
James D. Kendall of Le Mars IA, 21 November 2014.
Glenn K. Phillips of Gulf Breeze FL, 4 December 2014.
Paul B. Quinn of Newport NY, 28 November 2013.
Carlos Ruiz of Aguada PR, 6 March 2014.
Roy E. Sherrett of Gibsonia PA, 25 September 2014.
Riley Sine of Perkins OK, 26 May 2013.
Herbert W. Talley of Monticello FL, 18 December 2013.
Paul H. Vernon of Suwanee GA, 2 August 2013.

Important Reminders

Augustine (Gus) Letto
12307 Crested Moss Road NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122-4306
505-821-8740
lettog@att.net

• Pay your dues for 2015 (the number on your mailing label
indicates the year through which you are paid-up).

Lester (Bud) Brakowiecki
8228 Crossoak Way, Orangeville CA 95662-2946
916-723-0797
len.brackett35@charter.net

• Send address, email, & telephone corrections to 		
Dick Curran.

Errol S. Hoberman
6441 Avenida De Galvez, Navarre FL 32566-8911
850-939-5231
sac-ewo@att.net
Dan Diamond, Web Master
508 Miller Drive, Belton MO 64012-2927
816-838-3142
dandiamond@live.com

• Send dues to address at bottom of page 15.

• Send newsletter articles, photos, news about members,
etc. to Mike Habermehl, Editor.
• Plan on attending the Reunion in the Washington DC area,
Fall, 2016.
The B-47 Stratojet Newsletter is published three times each year. It is intended
solely for the enjoyment, camaraderie, and enlightenment of the membership of
the B-47 Stratojet Association. Opinions expressed in the articles are those of the
individual authors and do not necessarily represent the Association. Requests to
use or reprint any portion of the contents should be directed to the Editor. Contributions of material to the Newsletter should be sent to the Editor, B-47 Stratojet
Newsletter, P. O. Box 1144, Brenham, TX 77834-1144, cmhs@sbcglobal.net.
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missed one up to the time of his death. That absence was caused
by health issues. In the summer of 2007 Jim came to Houston on
special assignment from Union Pacific to help in testing a new
system for remote control locomotives. He came by this editor’s home one weekend and we had a wonderful visit looking
at photos, tech orders, and other B-47-related material. I didn’t
hear from him for some time, and then found out that he had an
accident while in Houston when he fell in the rail yard and hit
his head. Not long after, he began to have some heart related
issues. When he called in 2008, he had undergone heart by-pass
surgery. Knowing that I had undergone the same surgery a few
years before he called to compare notes. Jim recovered from all
of that and he soon was back in full force as our website guru as
well as serving as president of the 40th Bomb Wing Association.

Jim Diamond and the editor share a laugh during the Omaha Reunion
in 2010.

Jim Diamond 1934-2014
The B-47 and 40th Bomb Wing communities lost a great friend and
wonderful leader when Jim Diamond passed away on 3 July 2014. He
had only recently been diagnosed with cancer and his passing came as
a shock to his family and friends.
Jim was born James Edward Diamond on 16 July 1934 near Cleveland MO. He enlisted in the U. S. Air Force in February 1954 and
was assigned to the 44th Bomb Squadron, 40th Bomb Wing at Smoky
Hill AFB KS. He deployed to Greenham Common on Reflex on three
separate TDYs and while there, in July 1957, met Sally Tomkins. They
were married in 1958. Jim was promoted to Master Sergeant in 1971,
serving as crew chief. He retired in 1974 after twenty years of service,
with his last years at Offutt AFB. Jim and Sally lived in Lee’s Summit
MO.
After retirement Jim wanted to fly for the airlines but found they were
not hiring. The railroads were, and he spent the next 23 years as an
engineer for Missouri Pacific Railroad. Missouri Pacific was eventually swallowed up by Union Pacific and Jim still railroaded for UP in
his retirement years. He loved his railroading career and some of us
remember the tour he gave us of the UP operations center during the
first B-47 reunion in Omaha in 1996.

Jim volunteered to become the Association’s webmaster in
2001 at the resignation of Mark Natola. He did it with a passion
and commitment that has made the site a successful promoter
of Stratojet legacy. Jim had been an early adopter of computer
technology and he put it to good use for B-47 lovers everwhere.
The website allowed him to maintain contact with a wide array
of people, members as well as non-members who had inquiries or comments about the Stratojet. The website became the
“face” of the B-47 Stratojet Association and Jim Diamond was
the face behind the website. He did a quality job and his impact
on the legacy of the B-47 will be long lasting. In recognition of
his service to our country and to this Association, a memorial
brick was dedicated in his honor at the Strategic Air & Space
Museum.
Jim loved his family, his country, the Strategic Air Command
and the B-47. You didn’t have to be around him very long to
know that. He had a mischievous twinkle in his eye that belied
a rich sense of humor and a happy disposition. The only thing
I ever saw provoke him were some comments about politics,
political views with which he did not agree. He was a good
friend and a great asset to our mission. He will be deeply
missed.
In honor of his dad and as a great benefit to the Association, Dan
Diamond, Jim’s son, has volunteered to help us maintain the
website for the near future. We know your dad is proud, Dan.

Jim is survived by wife Sally and children: Curtis and wife Lisa, Shelly
and husband Randy, Allan and wife Kala, David, and Daniel and wife
Staci. He had five grandchildren.
Funeral services for Jim were held on Wednesday, 9 July and burial
was in nearby West Union Cemetery with full military honors.
Jim Diamond was an integral part of the B-47 Stratojet Association
from the early days of its history. He was at the first reunion and only

This photo of Jim’s memorial was sent by his good friend, Bud East.
Note the images of the B-47 and SAC shield in the upper right corner.
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Minutes of the
B-47 Stratojet Association
Board of Governor’s Meeting,
Ft Walton Beach FL
30 October 2014

Present:
Sigmund (Alex) Alexander; President
Don Cassiday; Vice President
Dick Curran; Secretary/Treasurer
Dick Purdum/Membership Chairman
Mike Habermehl; Newsletter Editor
Gus Letto; Member Board of Governors
Bob Griffiths; Member Board of Governors

1.The Meeting convened at 1300 hrs.
2.The Minutes of the 1 November 2012, Board of Governor’s
(BoG) Meeting held in Tucson, AZ were approved unanimously.
3. Dick Curran briefed that all plans for the 2014 reunion had
been progressing smoothly. He stated we have received terrific
support from The Reunion Brat, and the Ramada Hotel.
4. The location for the 2016 (20th Anniversary) Reunion was
discussed. The two proposed locations were Washington, D.C.,
and Omaha
NE . Washington, D.C. was selected by a
majority vote for 2016. Dick Curran will be the Project Officer.
5. Don Cassiday made a recommendation for permanent
endowment of the B-47 Stratojet Association Web Site. Dick
Curran informed the BoG he had several discussions with Dan
Diamond who is currently maintaining the Association Web
Site. Dan is more than capable and willing to maintain the Web
site, and Dick Curran advised him all bills will be paid by the
Treasurer once he receives them. He agreed to this arrangement. A motion was made and seconded to make Dan Diamond
an Honorary Life Member of the Association. It passed unanimously. A second motion was made and seconded, and passed
unanimously to make Dan Diamond a member of the BoG.
6. Don Cassiday made a recommendation that Alex Alexander
and Gus Letto act as technical advisors for the Association Web
site, especially in answering technical questions in reference to
B-47 operations, and maintenance.
7. A motion was made and seconded to send $500.00 to Pete
Troesch, in care of the Chanute Air Museum for restoration of
the XB-47. It passed unanimously.
8. A motion was made and seconded to send $500.00 to the
Strategic Air and Space Museum to have a Brick made to honor
Alex Alexander as the “FOUNDING PRESIDENT”. It passed
unanimously.

9. A discussion was held on the issue on whether or not to de
velop a new Association Lapel Pin, or to create a 20th Anniversary “Challenge Coin”. The “Challenge Coin” motion was
seconded, passed unanimously, with Dick Curran tasked to work
with Symbol Arts to develop the new coin using an existing version of the coin.
10. The BoG unanimously approved the proposed change to the
Constitution and By Laws, dated October 30, 2014.
11. A recommendation for adding two (2) members to the BoG
was presented. Lester (Bud) Brakowiecki, and Errol Hoberman
were approved unanimously. Andy Labosky was unanimously
re-appointed to the BoG for a 2 year term.
12. Dick Purdum presented the Association Membership Report
as of October 15, 2014. We have a total of 781 Members, 559
are Life Members, 211 are Yearly Dues Paying Members, and 11
are Honorary Members. Our net change since the 2012 Reunion
was -1 member. New members joining have offset those who
either pass away or did not renew.
13. Dick Curran presented the Association Financial report. As
of October 15, 2014 we have $72,029.79 in the Bank, of which
$60, 989.57 is in a Certificate of Deposit, and the Balance is
in the checking account. Our Certificate of Deposit will be
renewed on March 15, 2015 for 1 year.
14. Dick Curran asked the BoG to approve a permanent change
of address for the Stratojet Newsletter, from Brenham, TX to
Dandridge, TN, which will enable Dick Curran to maintain the
Membership Data Base in a timely manner.
The Newsletter will continue to be sent Bulk Rate (Standard
Mail) with a USPS guarantee of 3 to 9 days delivery within the
Continental 48 States. This change is effective immediately.
The cost of returned items will average 40 cents each. This
proposal was approved unanimously.
15. Dick Purdum presented a status report on the EB-47E at the
Strategic Air and Space Museum, Omaha, NE. Work is continuing on the Navigator Station as well as repairing aged parts on
the exterior fuselage.
The two display cases purchased by the Association are being
positioned near the aircraft, and are being filled with artifacts
related to the airplanes operation. Dick Purdum advised we
have 19 Memorial Bricks in the Museum Garden as of July
2014.
16. The question of whether or not to hold a BoG meeting in
September 2015 was discussed, with the decision to be made
later if the need arises.
Minutes...continued on page 12
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Reunion 2014 ~

Our hosts for the 2014 Reunion were Susan and Errol Hobermann (left), and
Ginger and Dick Curran (above). They did a wonderful job of planning and
execution. Errol also served as emcee for the banquet.
Photo: Bill Korhely
General Chuck Horner
(center)is greeted by
Don Cassiday (President), Dick Curran
(Secretary/Treasurer),
Sigmund (Alex)
Alexander (President
Emeritus), and Errol
Hobermann (Board
Member). The Saturday
banquet was highlighted
with an address by Gen.
Horner. He reminisced
about his role in the
USAF fighter community
and his relationship with
SAC, and concluded
with a rousing challenge to our members to
personally support the
veterans of the current
war. Registration at
this year’s reunion, our
9th, was 137. The next
reunion (2016) will be in
the Washington DC area.
Photo: Bill Korhely

Left, the banquet
color guard was from
nearby Hurlburt AFB.
Photo: Bill Korhely

Right, our reunion
photographer, Bill
Koherly of Road
Runner Photography,
displays his wares as
he meets with customers.
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Ft Walton Beach Scrapbook~
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From The...continued from page 1

Dick Purdum was re-elected Membership Chairman.
Mike Habermehl was re-elected as Newsletter Editor.
Alex Alexander was appointed as Ex Officio President to the
Board of Governors.
Mike Habermehl was reappointed as Chaplain.
Respectfully Submitted,
Dick Curran

New Association President Don Cassiday, along with Bob and Sara
Griffiths, planning to decimate the oyster population in the Ft. Walton
Beach area.

what the Cold War was. As you know, and as Alex has
said, “The B-47 was the centurion of the Cold War” and
our role with the B-47 contributed to the fact that we
really won and kept the peace. Aviation expert Walter
Boyne has declared the B-47 the “Most significant multi
engine airplane ever” because the bird broke so many barriers. Little did we realize that we were making history.
Yet, history it was and now, we are faced with preserving
that history in any way we can. We devote our funds to
that mission and I encourage all our members to keep that
message alive in every way you can in your communities
around the country.
At any time, feel free to contact me in any way you care
to. I pledge to do my best to forward the Association’s
mission and will always appreciate your inputs and assistance.

Alex Alexander (left) is retiring as Association President. Alex was our
first President and has given us over twenty years of service. He is seen
here sharing a moment with Board Member Gus Letto.

Don Cassiday

Minutes...continued from page 4

Special Thanks -

17. Alex Alexander notified the BoG he was stepping down as
President effective the end of this BoG Meeting.

To Bill Korhely of Roadrunner Photo (Mesa AZ) and Gus
Letto for Reunion photos for this newsletter.

18. Nominations for Officers were held. The election results are;
Don Cassiday was elected President.
Bob Griffiths, was elected Vice President.
Dick Curran, was re-elected Secretary/Treasurer.

from the Association
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B-47 Stratojet Association
Financial Report
Balance Sheet
As of 15 October 2014
Assets
Current Assets:				
Cash:					
FSGBank; Certificate of Deposit

Income Statement
As of 15 October 2014

$11,040.22
$60,989.57

(Rate 1.15% - Matures 14 March 2015)

		

Total Assets:

Liabilities
Current Liabilities:				
Unsold BX Items - Retail Value		

$72,029.79

-$2,327.00

		

Total Liabilities:

-$2,327.00

		

Total Net Worth:

$69,702.79

Total Liabilities & Net Worth:

$72,029.79

Last Flight 0f 062
NTB-47B, 50-00062 served most of it’s service life at Eglin AFB. It was
a test-bed for a number of different projects and along the way it was
equipped with infrared detectors in the nose. When the airplane was
retired it was sent to the Florence Air Museum in Florence SC. After
that museum was closed, 062 was moved to the National Museum of
the Mighty Eighth Air Force near Savannah GA where it is displayed
today. The infrared mods account for the unusual confirguration of the
lower nose. The account below is by the former Crew Chief who tells
us about preparing this Stratojet for its final flight on 1 April 1967. Ed.

It was early on this April morning as the flight crew and
ground crew prepared to fly 062 to Florence SC, to be
placed on display. Arrangements were made with a crew
from Myrtle Beach SC to remove the explosive charges
from the seats and assist in towing the aircraft to its display spot.
We were to land on a short runway with no tower communication. The pilot flew the aircraft at low level across the
runway with the approach chute deployed and gear down.
I’m sure this must have had people wondering as to what
was going on with this big aircraft coming in low and
circling again. On the second pass the pilot gently settled
the aircraft as close to the approach end of the runway as
possible and immediately deployed the brake chute.
After using the whole length of the runway we taxied

Accounts Receivable:
Certificates of Deposit Interest
Checking Account Interest		
Donations			
Membership Dues			
				
Total:		

$414.58
$6.89
$215.00
$6,115.00
$6,751.47

Accounts Payable:
FSG Bank			
Newsletter Production		
Operations and Maintenance
Reunion Copying and Mailing
Strategic Air and Space Museum
				
Total:

$10,030.00
$3,826.00
$286.57
$628.36
$1,500.00
$16,270.93

2014 Receivables over Payables: Total

-$9,519.46

back to a small ramp to accomplish our demilitarization.
Without an external power unit and a tanker to receive
the downloaded fuel the crew chief, who was engine run
qualified, stated that we would burn it off. So, with the
wheels chocked and brakes set the operation began. We
had to assure a fire official that all was well and explain
what our intentions were with the fuel, oil and explosives.
Using emergency engine start procedures, an engine with
a hydraulic pump was started. EGT rose to 900 degrees
as the engine was nursed to normal idle speed. Another
engine with an alternator was started for additional power.
Then the remaining engines were started. The assistant
crew chief, acting as fire guard, noticed the asphalt beginning to heat up. As a precaution to prevent ramp damage,
engines were run at only 80%.
.
By now, the crew from Myrtle Beach arrived. The crew
was shown how to remove the canopy for disarming the
explosives from the seats. All oils and remaining fuel
pump sumps were drained. All radios and other sensitive military items were also removed. After securing all
panels we towed the aircraft to its display spot. It was a
lengthy tow. If the crew chief had known this in advance
he would have taxied the aircraft (taxi qualified) to the
opposite end of the ramp/runway before burning off fuel.
Last Flight...continued on page 14
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Last Flight...continued from page 13

The end of the day was fast approaching and the job was
finished. A task well done by all the crews. With a salute
to honor old 062 we left it for others to see and appreciate.
Charles R. Grant, CMSgt/Ret

B-47 Merchandise
The internet has a remarkable array of B-47 products at a site
called cafepress.com and we encourage you to consider these
if you are looking for B-47 items. The Association no longer
stocks items and we suggest you take a look at this website. Use
this link to go directly to the page with products featuring the
Association logo:
www.cafepress.com/dd/76848703
Searching the site using “b-47” will also bring up many other
products featuring your favorite airplane.

Publications
Noted aviation author Bob Archer has written a good account
of RB-47H opertions. The article, “Boeing RB-47H, Cold War
Reconnaissance,” is featured in the January 2015 issue of the
British magazine Aviation News. It may still be on the shelves
at Barnes & Noble or you can order from their website: 		
		
https://shop.keypublishing.com/issue/list/publication/AN

Newsclipping sent in by Charles Grant shows last flight crew for 062.
Photo below is of the old bird in its latest paint job at the National
Museum of The Mighty Eighth Air Force near Savannah GA. The trim
markings have not been applied and the paint that has been applied is
not quite accurate but at least it is much better than it was before. Note
the small black spot just under the black “nose cone;” that’s the infrared sensor installation.
Photo via Perry Nuhn

There are nice color photos and a detailed account of the
RB-47H/MiG
battle on 28
April 1965 off of
Wonsan, North
Korea. There is
nothing new in
the piece and
the author is not
entirely accurate
when he writes
of the RB-47E
and RB-47K
roles. However,
it always good to
see the Stratojet
featured in print
and to know that
more people will
learn of its role in
the Cold War.

Correction
Those of you who attempted to order the Aeroplane Monthly
issue (March 2014, Vol. 42 No. 3, Issue 491), noted in Newsletter #41, may have encounted some problems with the website as
given. The publisher has actually changed and may be reached
at this link:
https://shop.keypublishing.com/issue/list/publication/AM
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Send Application and Check to:
B- 47 Stratojet Association
Dick Curran
219 Charles Court
Dandridge, TN 37725-3333
Tel. (865) 940-1020 e-mail: dickcurran@hotmail.com

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Last)
(First)
(Middle Initial)
(Highest Rank Achieved)
(Spouses First Name) __________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________ State: ______________________ Zip Code: __________________________
Telephone: (_____)__________________ Fax:(_____)________________ E-mail: ______________________________________
B-47 Wings you served with and dates of service:

________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Air Crew or Ground Position: _________________________________Civilian Position: __________________________________
Status: Active Duty___________ Retired, when? ____________ Separated, when? _____________Veteran __________________
Civilian, your relationship to the B-47:__________________________________________________________________________
Current Occupation: _________________________________________________________________________________________
Any other comments you may care to add: _______________________________________________________________________
Annual dues are $15 a year payable every January. Send checks to: The B-47 Stratojet Association.
The Lifetime membership option is obtained by using the below table:
under age 59 $300
age 60-64 $250
age 65-69 $200
age 70-74 $150
age 75-79 $100
age 80 or over $50
Amount enclosed $ ________________
Send application and check to:
Dick Curran
B- 47 Stratojet Association
219 Charles Court
Dandridge, TN 37725-3333
Web Site: http://b-47.com
If additional space is needed please use the back of this sheet.

B-47 Stratojet Association
219 Charles Court
Dandridge, TN  37725-3333
				
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Non Profit
U.S. Postage
PAID
Brenham, TX
77833
Permit No.
#84

Many of the ladies made the trip to the Air Force Armament Museum at the 2014 Reunion. They supported B-47 operations
on the home front for all those years and today they continue that support for our Association.

Photo: Bill Koherly

Pay Your Dues For 2015 Today!

