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There was lots of memorabilia to look at in the
hospitality room as well as snacks and the beverage of
your choice. That evening we had a delicious buffet
at the Holiday Inn North.

The next day on Friday we dedicated our B-47
memorial to all who flew, maintained and/or
supported the B-47. My special thanks go to Don
Cassiday for making sure that the memorial was
completed and placed in the memorial gardens at the
USAF Museum. Not only that, but Don designed a
beautiful and meaningful monument that is one of the
nicest in the entire garden. As you will note in the
pictures of this newsletter it is highlighted with a huge
Strategic Air Command Crest on the front of the
monument with a B-47 flying low level. On the
backside of the monument all of the former B-47
Wings are listed. We had excellent support from
Wright-Patterson AFB in that they supplied us with
the honor guard and bugler to play taps at the end

of the dedication ceremony. I presented our monu-
ment to the Director of the USAF Museum Maj/Gen.
Charles Metcalf (USAF Ret.) onbehalf of all the B-47
people that had served with this trend setting aircraft.

Friday evening from 1730 to 1930 the cockpit of the
USAF Museum’s RB-47 was opened up for us to tour.
Some of our members seemed to have a little more
difficulty climbing the ladder, to enter the cockpit, than
they did 40-50 years ago. Some mentioned that the
cockpit entryway had shrunk over the years. Our
special thanks go to the Museum volunteers that
manned the B-47 for this cockpit tour. Promptly

at 1930 we sat down under the wing of a B-52 for
another delicious meal catered by the Hope Hotel
(named for Bob Hope). The National Anthem was
sung by a young lady from the Wright-Patterson AFB
Band. After dinner we were treated to the music of
the Wright-Patterson AFB band. This included a full
complement of musicians and singers as well. After
dinner the Museum remained open, just for us till
2200.

Saturday was a day to either tour Dayton and visit
historic Waynesville Ohio, or attend the symposiums
at the hotel. Those that went on the tour were treated
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to an Amish lunch with all of the trimmings and a
chance to shop and tour Waynesville. Those that
stayed at the hotel heard first hand experiences about
the B-47. The first speaker, Ken Tollin, was one of
the first crew chiefs on one of the first B-47’s to hit
the flight line at MacDill AFB, Florida at the 306"
Bombardment Wing. He told of many humorous as
well as serious things that were encountered with the
first B-47’s. Our second speaker was Hal Austin who
told us about his harrowing flight across Russia with
MIG-17’s putting several cannon holes in his RB-47.
Our third speaker, Bill Simmons told us about “three
today in Tampa Bay.” He experienced an immediate
bailout right after takeoff in a B-47 that was rolling
uncontrollably. The afternoon session was led off by
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Al Depres who told us about his crash landing in a
weapons storage area at Eielson AFB, Alaska. He
was awarded the Airman’s Medal for saving the life
of his Aircraft Commander that was trapped in the
burning wreckage, and the Cheney award for bravery
not involving combat. Our final speaker, Dale Wollf,
led us through the last flight of a B-47 from China
Lake, California to Castle AFB, California in 1986.
Right from the point of takeoff they started losing
equipment starting with the interphone and airspeed.
Then it was flight controls that started to fail. They
got the aircraft down OK and this aircraft can be seen
today at the Castle AFB Museum.

To finish off the afternoon we had a General
Membership meeting. A financial report was
presented to the those present. Membership figures
were discussed. It was voted, by the attending
membership, that our next reunion would be some-
time in 2006 at Wichita Kansas — the site where the
majority of the B-47s were built. The membership
then voted to have Don Cassiday to be the new
President of the B-47 Stratojet Association. There
being no further business the meeting was adjourned.

The reunion was capped off with a banquet at the
Holiday Inn. Don Cassiday gave an excellent after
dinner speech. This was followed by an act of four
female singers and then dancing for everyone.

It has been a privilege and pleasure to have served

as your president for the last two years and vice-
president prior to that. I will continue to do what I
can to support the B-47 Stratojet Association as the
membership chairman. In this latter capacity [ will
need your help to keep our membership numbers up
so that we can remain a viable organization. I ask
you to give your full support to our next president,
Don Cassiday. He has worked most diligently as our
Association treasurer since our inception and I know
he will do a great job as the President as well. You
have a strong Board of Directors and Association
Officers that will continue to project a positive image
and perpetuate the memory of the greatest aircraft to
ever grace the skies.

The Stratojet Newsletter 3

Roll Call Of Honor

George Birdsong - passed away at home on 9 July
2004.

Art Indermuehle - passed away while playing golf in
Colorado Springs on 10 May 2004.

Warren Davies - passed away; no details.

John Sorenson - passed away on 4 March 2004.

Mayday

My step-father, Cecil L. Davis, passed away last
Saturday (17 July). Dad logged over 1000 hrs in

B-47s. I believe his rank was Caprtain, and he was a
bombadier/Navigator. He retired a Major in 1965, 1
believe. Dad left a leather zipper case full of documents,
as well as many wonderful B-47 photos, both of the air-
plane and the crew he served with. He flew in B-24s in
Italy, moved on to B-29s, then B-47s and B-52s toward
the end of his career. He loved the B-47 most of all, and
fondly called it “my beautiful airplane.” He proudly
wore his B-47 1000 hr pin on his lapel. I have just
begun going through the leather case; there are many,
many things. I would like to make contact with anyone
who flew with him, or knew him. I miss him very much
and don’t want him to be forgotten. He was my hero.
Contact Scott Bundy at sbundy01@comcast.net.

George Schairer, B-47 Engineer

George Schairer, who retired as vice-president of
research and development of Boeing, passed away on 28
October 2004 in Kirkland WA of complications from
Alzheimer’s. Schairer was on a team of scientists and
engineers who scoured Germany for technology near
the end of WWII. After finding wind tunnel research
documents, he wrote the now famous letter to his
colleagues back in Seattle thart led them to redesign the
XB-47 with swept-wings. As they say, “the rest is his-
tory.” Boeing hired Schairer in 1939 after graduating
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. His
leadership led to Boeing’s high speed wind tunnel. He

was a recipient of the Daniel Guggenheim Medal.
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Supply Room

Ttems are available from George Brierley, 5342 6th Place
South, Gulfport, FL 33707. Make checks payable to the

B-47 Stratojet Association.

Association T-Shirt
Association Pin
Association Patch
Association mouse pad

Association Mug (new design)
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Pewter B-47 tie pin $5
1,000 hour pin $25
3,500 hour pin $25
$15 B-47 Commorative medal $10
10
§5 B-47 Stationery $13
$3 (25 sheets/25 envelopes)
$10
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Application For Membership - The B-47 Stratojet Association

IName:

Spouse:

Address:

City:

State: Zip:

Telephone:

Fax: Email:

Date of Birth (for life members):
Military - Your Position In The Air Force:

Bomb Wing(s) You Served With:

BW from

to

BW from

to

BW from

to

Civilian - Position/Job

Company:

From

Comments:

to

One Year: $15.00

Life Memberships
Age
59 & under
60-64
65-69
70-74
75-79
80 & up

Dues
$300
$250
$200
$150
$100
$ 50

Dues

Dues are payable each January.
Payments and this form should be mailed to:

Mark Natola, Secretary/B-47 Stratojet Assn.,
23 Oak Ridge Rd.
W. Lebanon, NH 03784.

~This form may be copied to avoid cutting newsletter~






